
         

        

  

 

 

ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

 

Declaration of the Co-Presidents on measures to support and develop the fruit sector in 

ACP countries 

 

The Co-Presidents of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly Louis Michel and Joseph 

Owona Kono stress that the food production sector is a key source of income for the most 

deprived populations, offering a considerable boost to their livelihoods.  

The Co-Presidents point out that the fruit production sector requires a large workforce, offering 

rural dwellers a significant range of job prospects, particularly for young people, who are all 

too often deprived of opportunities. Employment in rural areas provides, furthermore, people 

with a link to the land, thus enabling the development of the ACP countries and discouraging 

population movements, notably towards Europe.  

The Co-Presidents take the view that the implementation of new environmentally friendly 

agricultural and agronomic technologies is a determining factor for the establishment and 

structuring of sustainable, inclusive food value chains.  

The Co-Presidents encourage producers to join forces to reduce their production and freight 

costs so as to achieve social and environmental sustainability, which are key factors in opening 

up market access and ensuring competitiveness.  

While 80% of African farms are under two hectares in size, the Co-Presidents also stress that 

promoting small-scale farms is an absolute necessity, which can go hand-in-hand with fostering 

partnerships with larger-scale farms. 

They recommend the development of public-private partnerships and believe that producers 

would be well advised to join forces with partners from Europe’s private sector to invest in 

sorting and packing centres and enter the European market. 

The Co-Presidents recommend that the authorities in the states concerned and remote countries 

develop dedicated infrastructure for the transport of perishable goods such as fruit, and open 

up alternative corridors so they are no longer dependent on a single port.  

They call on donors and authorities to fund the establishment of sorting and packing centres, 

pre-chilling facilities and cold-storage rooms so as to provide the countries concerned with the 

necessary means to transport agricultural produce.  

The Co-Presidents invite the European Commission to take meaningful action to support 

tropical fruit-producing ACP countries so as not only to strengthen and diversify their range of 



production and boost intra-regional trade between ACP countries, but also to assist them in 

setting up the necessary infrastructure to comply with European countries’ sanitary and 

phytosanitary rules, given that these non-tariff barriers may be deemed to be an obstacle to 

investment. They thus welcome the Pesticides Initiative Programme (PIP), which seeks to 

ensure that exports comply with EU rules and promotes corporate social responsibility and 

sustainability in the fruit and vegetable sector. 

The Co-Presidents call on the European Commission and the ACP countries to do their utmost 

to support the creation of processing industries and foster scientific research and development 

in the sector of tropical fruit, such as bananas, mangoes and nuts, in the ACP countries.  

 

 

Brussels, 23 January 2018 

 

 


